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RUTH

The formative stage of Ruth appegred
early on 10 October as a weak circulation
in the monsoon trough in the western Caro-
line Islands. By the llth, an area of en-
hanced convective activity associated with
the cyclonic circulation became evident
from satellite imagery. Ship reports on’
the afternoon of the llth located Tropical
Storm Ruth about 250nm westsouthwest of
Guam with maximum winds of 35 kts.

Ruth followed 3 days behind Patsy. She
tracked approximately 120nm to the south of
but parallel to Patsy’s track across the
Philippine Sea. It is interesting to note
that although Patsy intensified rapidly to
super typhoon strength, Rut<hdeveloped
slowly and reached typhoon intensity three
days after she became a tropical storm.
(Figure 4-23). The satellite data for this
period showed little or no convective acti-
vity on the north side of Ruth. The strong
uPPer tropospheric northeast flow from the
subtropical ridge may have contributed to
suppressing the outflow from Ruth on the
north side and thereby inhibiting her
development.

She continued her westerly movement
with slow intensification until landfall on
Luzon on the 15th, with maximum sustained
wind speeds of 85 kts. Rapid weakening
then occurred as the low level inflow was
disrupted by terrain effects. Her maximum
sustained wind had decreased to 50 kts by
the time she reached central Luzon.

Ruth passed 42 miles north of Clark
AB late on the night of the 15th where

FIGURE 4-23. Taopica& S.tofim Ruth h
the Ph.i.Uppine Sea 225 nm eab$ 06
Catanduanu IbLand, 14 Oc.tobti 1973,
0009 GMT. (OMSP .imagefiq]

maximum sustained winds of 30 kts and peak
gusts of 43 kts were recorded. Only minor
damage was reported at Clark AB. Baler
recorded maximum peak gust of 95 kts from
the north (15/1355 GMT) while Casiguran 50
nm further north on the coast experienced a
gust to 98 kts three hours later (15/1700
GMT) .

On the 16th Ruth entered the South
China Sea and tracked westward toward the
Paracel Islands, still under the steering
influence of the subtropical ridge (Figure
4-24). A Japanese ship IDEMITSU MARU re-
ported 50 kts of wind and a surface pres-
sure of 995mb as she passed 90nm northwest
of Ruth (16/0000 GMT). She reintensified
on her sojourn across the South China Sea
reaching a maximum intensity of 90 kts on
the afternoon of the 17th just east of the
Paracels. Shortly after attaining her max-
imum intensity, Ruth turned to a northwest-
erly course in response to a weakness in
the subtropical ridge. She then crossed
Hainan Island and entered the Tonkin Gulf
with maximum sustained winds of 50 kts.
Ruth continued to weaken rapidly as upper
tropospheric support waned, and dissipated
completely as she moved inland along the
North Vietnam coast on the afternoon of the
19th .

Damage reports indicate that while Ruth
was crossing Luzon, 27 people were killed,
30 people were injured and 23 people were
missing. Property damage amounted to more
than five million dollars (U.S.) with thou-
sands of homes destroyed.

FIGURE 4-24. TtiopLcaL .Wohm Ruth
fcehtcnhidy,hg a{-ten e~ohh.ing Luzon,
16 Oc20bc~ 1973, 0359 GMT. [UMSP
imagezg)
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